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his intellectual power and the freshness and vigor of his perceptions. 
We are glad to see this collection thus arranged, and placed before the 
American public. 



2. — Legends and Lyrics. A Book of Verses. By Adelaide Anne 
Procter. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1858. pp. 264. 

Of the poems in this little volume, many had been previously pub- 
lished in the English magazines. Their author, the daughter of Barry 
Cornwall, inherits much of the poetical talent of her father, and her 
productions are marked with the same inequality perceptible in his. 
Many of her pieces, especially the shorter and more impulsive, are full 
of pathos and sweetness, original in idea and graceful in execution ; 
and linger in the memory long after we have turned over the leaf. 
Others are dull, and fail to invite a second perusal. This is a fault, 
however, almost inevitable in a studied collection of minor poems, since 
many are doubtless allowed place for the purpose of swelling the vol- 
ume to the requisite size, and perhaps stand even lower in the estima- 
tion of the author than in that of the reader. The number of Miss 
Procter's poems, however, which attain to a positive degree of merit, is 
quite large enough to give to her book a pleasant tone, and to render it 
an agreeable addition to the stock of modern poetry. 



3. — A Woman's Thoughts about Women. By the Author of " John 
Halifax, Gentleman." New York : Eudd and Carleton. 1858. 

These " Thoughts " are thrown together in quite an attractive form, 
and are replete with good sense and calm reflection. Without saying 
anything marvellously original, — an achievement, by the way, almost 
impossible upon this much-bewritten subject, — the author has arranged 
a series of chapters which amply repay perusal, and which place before 
the reader in tangible and debatable propositions many of the ideas 
which have, hitherto, probably only floated across his mind at intervals. 
Somewhat conservative in tone, she abjures all sympathy with the ultra 
advocates of woman's rights, while at the same time, as in the chapter 
entitled " Lost Women," and in allusions scattered throughout the vol- 
ume, she offers several sensible and practical suggestions to those who 
wish to open a wider sphere of action and a more generous charity to 
the poorer and more neglected portion of the sex. The genial sympa- 
thy with humanity which pervades the other works of the author is 
equally apparent in this healthful and kindly volume, and a simple 



